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Graduates enter at Firelands Stadium for the 2019 Firelands High School commencement
ceremony Friday in Henrietta Township. According to the district, 140 seniors graduated.
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LORAIN — Lorain City
Councilman Mitch Fallis offi-
cially announced he is seeking
appointment as mayor of the
city.

Fallis, D-at large, announced
Friday that he wants to fill the
unexpired term of Mayor
Chase Ritenauer, who
announced his resignation,
effective Friday. The person
appointed to fill the unexpired
term, which runs through the
end of this year, also would fill
the Democratic spot on the
November ballot.

“I believe my executive man-
agement skill set, which
includes a CPA and MBA, and
eight years on city council-at
large make me uniquely quali-
fied to be mayor,” Fallis said in
his letter to the Lorain City
Democratic Central Commit-
tee. “My executive skill set
includes seven years as the
chief financial officer of a fed-
eral credit union, advancing its
financial rating of C+ to A-
within a three-year period.”

Fallis has served on City
Council since 2016, and he also
previously served on Council
from 2008 through 2011. From
2012 to 2015 he served on the
Lorain School Board, including
being vice president in 2013.

He also is a member of the
city’s Democratic Central
Committee.

“We will continue to improve
on the foundation built by
Mayor Chase Ritenauer to cre-
ate a market salary structure

for all employees, seek addi-
tional funding for roadway,
water and sewer infrastructure
improvements and park
improvements while continu-
ing to enforce building codes
to improve the beauty of
neighborhoods,” Fallis said.
“My vision for Lorain is to cre-
ate a prosperous and healthy
community.”

The Lorain City Democratic
Central Com-
mittee is
tasked with
a p p o i n t i n g
R i t e n a u e r ’s
successor. The
41-seat Central
Committee will
take two votes:
one to appoint

someone to Ritenauer’s unex-
pired term and another to fill
the Democratic slot on the
November ballot, though city
party chairman Paul Adams
said it normally is the same
person for both positions.

Fallis, along with Council
members Joel Arredondo,
Mary Springowski, recently
elected Councilman-at-large
Tony Dimacchia, city Auditor
Karen Shawver and former
state Rep. Dan Ramos are vying
for the seat. The committee has
between five and 45 days after
the vacancy occurs to appoint
a replacement.

The committee is scheduled
to meet 4 p.m. June 9 at Lorain
Palace Theater, 617 Broadway,
to make its decision.

Contact Scott Mahoney at 329-7146 or
smahoney@chroniclet.com. Follow him
on Twitter @SMahoneyCT.
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AVON — Anika Pundir finally
has gotten her chance to make
it to the national stage for the
spelling bee — and she’s ready
to impress.

The seventh-grader is leav-
ing Sunday to travel with her
family to Washington, D.C., the
site of the National Scripps
Spelling Bee competition, after
she won the local competition.

In third and fourth grade,
she placed fourth in the local
competition and wasn’t sure
she would ever get her chance
to go to D.C. But now she’s
going, and she said she’s ready
to get up on stage and start
spelling.

“I’m really excited,” Anika
said. “… There are so many dif-
ferent words to study. I’ve been
studying a bunch of different
word lists from previous
spelling bees.”

Anika, 12, attends Avon Mid-
dle School. She correctly
spelled détente and then cheka
at the 36th annual Educational
Service Center of Lorain
County and The Chronicle-
Telegram Spelling Bee.

Rahul Pundir, Anika’s father,
said she is a visual learner and
often types out the words,
which helps her see how

they’re spelled. To challenge
herself and prepare, Rahul said
she’s been trying to spell with-
out typing, so she can get into
the habit of it.

Anika said she studies about
three times a week and said it’s
actually helpful for her to know
the language of origin of the
words.

“It helps me identify the
words,” she said. “I’m pretty
confident about the first two
rounds, I think.”

Rahul Pundir said the family
is looking forward to seeing her
on stage. They’ve traveled to
D.C. before, but never for this
type of event.

Anika is identified as speller
number 364 on the national
spelling bee’s website. The pre-
liminaries will be Tuesday and
Wednesday and will be broad-
cast on ESPN3. The finals are
Thursday, and part one will be
broadcast on ESPN2, while
part two will be broadcast later
on ESPN.

“It feels exciting,” Rahul
Pundir said. “She has definitely
done something really big.
We’ve been receiving compli-
ments from people we don’t
even know. … We’re hoping she
does great.”

Contact Laina Yost at 329-7121 or
lyost@chroniclet.com.

Avon speller
ready for bee
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Anika Pundir, who will represent Lorain County at the
National Scripps Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., next
week, browses the shelves Wednesday at Avon Library.
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CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2019

Columbia
High

School’s class
of 2019 had its
commencement
ceremony Friday
at the school’s
football field.
Above, Brandon
Coleman receives
his diploma. At
right, Alexis
Corbett receives
her diploma.
There were
75 graduates in
the class of 2019,
according to the
district.
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ELYRIA — About 250 employees of Ben-
dix Commercial Vehicle Systems on Fri-
day built the walls of three homes in col-
laboration with Habitat for Humanity of
Medina County, Greater Cleveland Habi-
tat for Humanity, and Help Build Hope.

In the fifth consecutive year for the
house build, volunteers wrote personal
messages in permanent marker on the
wood once the walls are standing. The
frames then were disassembled and
donated to the Habitat for Humanity
chapters.

Two four-bedroom houses, including
garages, will be completed in Cleveland,
and one three-bedroom house will be fin-
ished in Medina.

In addition to the home builds, Bendix
is contributing $1,500 toward each
house’s roof.

Bendix pays it forward

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE

Kurt Jennings, director of supply quality at Bendix, hammers a nail holding a
wall in place as Brian Snivley, director of Help Build Hope, holds it steady
Friday morning.

Employees build frames
for three Habitat houses
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